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BLACK LIKE ME >> He soared as Iron Man, and now Robert Downey Jr. looks to cap his comeback by 
portraying a white actor playing an African-American character in director Ben Stiller's Tropic Thunder. 
Sure, It's risky, but as Downey explains, he's playing an arrogant A-lister who thinks he can do no 
wrong, and that's something this former high-flying actor can relate to ° By Jim Slotek 
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DRUMMER BOY> 24 

The Rocker stars Rainn Wilson 
as a heavy metal drummer who 
schools a teenage band on the 
fine art of rockin’ out. Lesson 
one: don't be afraid to get naked 
e By Ingrid Randoja 


AND THE WINNERIS...> 28 

In the comedy Swing Vote, 
Kevin Costner plays a doofus 
whose single ballot will 
decide the outcome of the 
U.S. Presidential election. 
Here the amiable actor 

talks about his real-life 
relationship with the Bush 
clan, and how he ended up 
taking a dip in the White House 
Swimming pool 

e By Marni Weisz 


CROSSING GUARD 32 

He may be a megastar, but as 
Harrison Ford tells us, he’s still 
Just an actor looking for a good 
role, which is he why he agreed 
to play a conflicted U.S. 
Immigration Agent in the 
ensemble drama Crossing Over 
e By Bob Strauss 
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So when pictures of Robert Downey Jr. in Tropic Thunder began to surface, the immediate reaction 
was, “What the *$%?” 
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1 Time for a puppy break. 
Catherine Zeta-Jones plays 
with someone's wee dog in 
between shooting scenes for her 
romantic-comedy The Rebound 
in Greenwich Village. 
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2 Looking good for 55. 
Mamma Mia! star 

Pierce Brosnan enjoys a day of 

paddle-surfing (we didn’t even 

know that was a thing) in Hawaii. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


3 Whoever did the makeup 
for Matt Damon's thriller 

The Informant (seen here being 
shot in Hawaii) should win the 
Oscar. It’s not easy to make 
People’s Sexiest Man Alive look 
like that creepy neighbour you 
avoid eye contact with while 
watering the lawn. 
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4 This bride, trying to get to 
her church near Rome’s 
Pantheon, was shocked to find 
the set of Angels & Demons 
[The Da Vinci Code’s follow-up) 
blocking her way. So Tom Hanks 
stopped the filming and 
personally escorted her to 
her wedding. 
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5 Even when he changes 
his shirt it’s exciting! 

Kiefer Sutherland swaps tops on 
the set of the 24 movie that’s 
being shot in Western Cape, 
South Africa. The story will 
reportedly involve an 
international crisis in 
South Africa on the day that 
the new U.S. President is being 
inaugurated. It should hit 
theatres next year. 
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The battle of the American Idol castoftfs, part two. 
Plus, where to buy magical pants 


iH 


American Idol 
Face-off 
Katharine McPhee 
and Kevin Covais 
went head to head on 
the fifth season of 
American Idol. She won 
that round, finishing 
second while he came 
in 11th. Now they do 
battle again, both 
starring in films about 
college life. Here’s 
how they stack up. 


KATHARINE MCPHEE 


MOVIE | The House Bi unny (August 22 ] 


SETTING 
PLOT 


CHARACTER 
IMPORTANT PLOT 
POINT 

WRITTEN BY 


LOOKS A LOT LIKE 
THEIR FANS 


THEIR FUTURES 
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The college fraternity Beta Phi. 


KEVIN COVAIS 


College (August 29] 


Three nerdy high school seniors 
(Drake Bell, Andrew Caldwell, Covais] 
pretend to be members of a fraternity 
during a weekend at their prospective 
college, and try to attract girls. 


Morris, an awkward teen pretending to be 
a member of Beta Phi. He’s likely a virgin. 


Morris makes out witha 
drunk co-ed. 


Newbie duo Adam Ellison, a gopher on 
Shopgirl, and Dan Callahan, an actor with 
bit parts in Untraceable and Spider-Man 3. 


Superbad 2: Off to College. 


Called The Covies, they have their own 
website, CoviesOnline.com. 


Has a small part in the big movie 

Labor Pains, which stars Lindsay Lohan 
as awoman who pretends to be pregnant 
so she doesn't lose her job. 
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FILMS SHOOTING 
ACROSS CANADA 
THIS MONTH 


The forecast calls for volcanoes, 
typhoons and glaciers in 
Vancouver from now until mid- 
December. But no need to pack 
up the cats just yet, the extreme 
weather events will be localized 
to the set of 2012, German 
director Roland Emmerich’s 
[ The Day After Tomorrow, 
Independence Day, 10,000 BC, 


YOU WEREN'T 
LO 0 ΚΙ Ν G Godzilla) next apocalyptic thriller. 
According to the Mayan 


Unless you’re a huge Star Wars “Ὁ Luke Skywalker —> Emperor Palpatine lived calendar, our world will come to 
fan, word of this month’s new established a Jedi academy on in a series of cloned an end in the year 2012 — 
movie, Star Wars: The Clone Wars on Yavin 4. He married a bodies. However, when which Is as good a reason as 
probably left you wondering, woman named Mara Jade, one of those bodies began any to throw an estimated 
“What is this?” a former smuggler and to deteriorate he attempted $200-million (U.S.} into another 
Fear not, the film is not the assassin who worked for to possess the body of the effects-laden blow-’em-up pic. 
first installment ofa third Emperor Palpatine. They infant Anakin Solo, and was In fact, there’s a second film 
trilogy filmed secretly at have a son named Ben. ultimately killed. titled 2012 currently in the 
Skywalker Ranch on George Seer ee ae | ee works fora 2010 release. 
Lucas’s summer vacation. > Han Solo and Leia Organa > Mace Windu travelled Emmerich’s movie is expected 
Instead, it’s an animated feature got married and had three back to his home world to come out in July 2009. 
that’s part of the Star Wars children: Jaina, Jacen and of Haruun Kal to fight his The production will move back 
Expanded Universe. In fact, it’s Anakin (named after Leia’s former Padawan, Depa and forth between B.C. and 
based on an animated TV series, father, of course). Billaba, who turned to the Los Angeles throughout the late 
the plot of which takes place ΤΠ ee ee en mane ree ets dark side. —IR Summer and well into the fall, SO 
between Episodes II and III. > R2-D2 and C-3P0 got t look out for principal cast 
Again, for those who are not jobs guarding passengers ee F members John Cusack, 
Star Wars aficionados, the for the Star Tours _ AmandaP | | 
Expanded Universe includes all Travel Company. 
the events / storylines πὴ θα 999 eee 
in the Star Wars world beyond > Chewbacca was killed 
the realm of the six Star Wars saving the life of Han Solo’s 
films. So all the stuff that son, Anakin. Chewy’s death 
happens in the Star Wars spin- sent Han into an alcoholic 
off movies (like The Clone Wars), depression. 
books, TV shows, videogames, πππι eee eee ee eee eT ee emer 
radio plays, etc. To keep the > Lando Calrissian married 
Universe in order and running a rich woman named 
smoothly, Lucasfilm Licensing Tendra Risant, and joined the 
even maintains a top-secret Galactic Alliance in its fight 
digital encyclopedia called the against an invading alien 
Holocron Continuity Database. species called the Yuuzhan 
Here are just seven of the Vong. An estimated 365 
things that have happened to trillion sentient beings were 
your favourite characters in killed in the five-year war 
the Expanded Universe. between the two powers. Look for 2012’s John Cusack in Vancouver 


SURPRISING 
THINGS THAT 
HAPPENED IN 
THE STAR WARS 
UNIVERSE WHEN 


The animated Anakin Skywalker 


and Oliver Platt. 

And if you see signs 
pointing to a set for Farewell 
Atlantis, take a second look. 
The project has gone by that 
name as well.—MW 


/er, UF 
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Vik Sahay in India. 
Amal hits theatres Aug. 1 


5 an actor, how do you approach a scene 

where your wealthy character walks out of a New Delhi 

mansion nattily dressed and talking on a cellphone, 

while at your feet are limbless beggars? Not actors 

playing beggars; not extras who are in on the 

script; but the real thing. “We were just shooting 

in the surroundings,” Vik Sahay says of shooting the Canadian film 
Amal in India. “There was barely any ability to control the set.” 

Sahay used his discomfort to find his character, Vivek. The spoiled 

son of a rich man who has just died, Vivek discovers his dad left his 

entire fortune to a New Delhi rickshaw driver with whom he had 

one brief encounter. Vivek is not happy. 
“Playing a character who’s so focused on money and living a 
Western lifestyle, and then to be thrust into a setting where people 
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are trying to survive on the most basic level 15 so disorienting,” says 
Sahay, who was born in Nepean, Ontario, but now keeps apartments 
in L.A. and Toronto and is in the latter for this interview. “For me, 
losing my bearings was great because it fed right into my character.” 
And it made the shoot “one of the most profound, big, other- 
worldly magic-carpet-ride experiences I’ve ever had,” says Sahay, 
who also plays scheming techie Lester on NBC’s Chuck. In fact, it was 
returning to North America to shoot Chuck that really threw Sahay. 
“The craziest part about it was, ‘Cut,’ ‘Wrap,’ then brushing off 
the dirt of the streets, and less than two months later I was on a 
soundstage in Burbank, California, doing a crackling comedy. These 

are all amazing things, and I’m so lucky. But it was wild.” 5 
ΠΠΠ1Π|{ΠΠ||Π||Π|||||||||||||||{1||||||||||||||||{|||||Π|||{Π|{ΠΠ|{||Π||{Π||Π|||Π|||||{Π||{ΠΠ|Π|{Π|{|Π|Π||||||Π|ΠΠ|{ΠΠΠ|ΠΠ|{ΠΠΠ|{ΠΠ|||] 
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4WD system, the Wrangler Unlimited can take you and your friends to the most remote places on earth. Whether or not you make it back 
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YOUR MONTHLY GUIDE TO NEW RELEASES -> sy mverip ranvosa 


The year is 1946 and explorer 
Rick O’Connell (Brendan Fraser] 
and his wife Evelyn (Maria Bello] 
have retired from battling the 
undead, that is until their 

grown son Alex (Luke Ford} 
inadvertently opens the tomb of 
the Dragon Emperor (Jet Li}, 
unleashing the evil ruler and his 
army of 10,000 soldiers. 


Looking to cash in on US. election- 
year fever, this comedy stars 
Kevin Costner as Bud Johnson, a 
beer-swiggin’ good ol’ boy whose 
single vote will decide the 
Presidential election between 
incumbent President Boone 


— ἷἷἱ τ" ͵ 


(Kelsey Grammer] and his 
opponent Donald Greenleaf 
(Dennis Hopper). Both 
politicians, their handlers and 


the media descend upon Bud’s 


Small New Mexico town in the 


hopes of finding out which way 


he’s leaning, and to see if they 
can sway his vote. See Kevin 
Costner interview, page 28. 
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Director Nanette Burstein’s 
heralded documentary focuses 
on five Indiana high school 
seniors. Like a documentary 
version of Jhe Breakfast Club, 
the film follows The Jock, 

The Geek, The Rebel, The Princess 
and The Heartthrob as they 
transcend those labels. 


When an Indian billionaire 
dies, leaving his entire 
fortune to a poor rickshaw 
driver, his spoiled relatives 
are not amused. See 

Vik Sahay interview, page 14. 


Drummer Robert “Fish” 
Fishman’s (Rainn Wilson] 
rock 'n’ roll dreams were cut 
short in the 1980s when he 
was kicked out of his band, 
Vesuvius. But 20 years later 
he gets a shot at redemption 
when his nephew Matt 
(Josh Gad} asks him to join 
his high school band. 

See Rainn Wilson interview, 
page 24. 
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Fly Me to the Moon’s astronaut insects 


This 3D animated feature 
finds three young houseflies 
hitching a ride aboard the 
1969 Apollo 11 space flight so 
they can walk on the moon 
with astronaut Neil Armstrong. 


Whoa, a little weed proves 
dangerous for pothead 

Dale Denton (Seth Rogen] when 
he witnesses a murder while 
smoking up. Dale leaves 

behind a reefer that the killers 


Penélope Cruz is crazy jealous in Vicky Cristina Barcelona 


Woody Allen's latest has two 
young Americans (Scarlett 
Johansson, Rebecca Hall } 
becoming romantically 
involved with a handsome 
artist (Javier Bardem] 

while spending the summer in 
Spain. Then his crazy wife 
(Penélope Cruz] comes home. 


Mirrors finds a French director 
(Alexandre Aja} teaming witha 
Canadian-raised star (Kiefer 
Sutherland) to remake a Korean 
horror flick (/nto the Mirrors). 
Sutherland plays Ben Carson, a 
down-and-out police detective 
who takes a job guarding a 
burned-out department store. 


(Rosie Perez, Gary Cole) can 
trace back to his dealer Saul 
(James Franco}, meaning the 
dope-loving duo must pack up 
their munchies and run for their 
lives. Rogen co-wrote the script 


with Superbad pal Evan Goldberg. 


1111 


Best friends Carmen (America 
Ferrera), Bridget (Blake Lively), 
Tibby (Amber Tamblyn) and 
Lena (Alexis Bledel) return in 
this sequel that sees them face 
very grown-up Situations that 
test their friendship. But once 
again, It’s that magical pair of 
jeans (that somehow fits each of 
the different-sized women 
perfectly) that helps keep these 
gal pals together. 


Inside the blackened store Ben 
finds mirrors that reflect back ugly 
truths about his life, and perhaps 
hint at a parallel world hidden 
behind the surface of the glass. 


George Lucas pumps up 
interest in his new animated 
Star Wars: The Clone Wars 

TV series by releasing this 
feature film starring the 
characters from the show. The 
Story takes place during the 
Clone Wars that occur between 
Star Wars: Episode II - Attack of 
the Clonesand Star Wars: 


Episode III - Revenge of the Sith 
when Anakin Skywalker is stilla 
good Jedi Knight and Obi-Wan is 
still his mentor. 


Writer/director Ben Stiller takes a 
Swipe at insufferable thespians 
with this comedy about a group 
of actors (played most notably 
by Stiller, Jack Black and 

Robert Downey Jr. impersonating 
an African-American character], 
shooting the most expensive 
Vietnam War movie ever made. 
But when the film's director 
(Steve Coogan] has had enough 
of the whining cast, he dumps 
them ina real war zone to fend 
for themselves. See Robert 
Downey Jr. interview, page 36. 


All Henry Poole (Luke Wilson] 
wants Is to be left alone, but that 
becomes impossible when his 
religious neighbour sees the face 
of Jesus ina water stain on the 
side of hishouse. continued 


16 FAMOUS» AUGUST 2008 


AUGUST 2008« FAMOUS 17 


00 | 


august — 


mm The House Bunny's bunny, Anna Faris 


The House Bunny 

When Playboy bunny Shelly 
(Anna Faris] is kicked out of 
Hugh Hefner’s mansion with no 
place to go, she gets a job as the 
house mother to the college 
sorority Zeta Alpha Zeta and 
gives makeovers to the house's 
female members, who are known 
more for their brains and weird 
personalities than their looks. 


The Longshots 

Limp Bizkit frontman Fred Durst 
directs this based-on-a-true- 
story sports flick about 
11-year-old Jasmine Plummer 
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(Keke Palmer], the first girl to 
play in a Pop Warner football 
league tournament. And not only 
does she play, she’s her team’s 
quarterback, and gets some 
extra coaching from her 

Uncle Curtis (Ice Cube}, a former 
high school football star. 


Hamlet 2 

A failed actor turned high school 
drama teacher (Steve Coogan) 
gets the brilliant idea to stage a 
sequel to Hamlet (ignoring the 
fact most of the characters are 
killed off at the end of the 
original} that turns into a fiasco. 


Death Race 

This remake of the 1975 action 
pic Death Race 2000 was 

shot in Montreal and stars 
Jason Statham as an inmate 
who's forced to compete ina 
deadly NASCAR-style car race 


Jason Statham in Death Race 


» a * i 


¥ 


inside a huge prison complex. 
But these race cars arent 
tricked out with sponsors’ 
names, instead they're 
equipped with flamethrowers, 
machine guns and grenade 
launchers. continued > 


Mn 


Vin Diesel in Babylon A.D. 


Set in a bleak, technocentric 
future, this sci-fi flick stars 

Vin Diesel as a mercenary who's 
hired to escort a young woman 
(French actor Mélanie Thierry} 
from Russia to the U.S. What’s 
Special about the woman? She 


a 


| 


WI. 
ὝΕΙΥ 


carries a virus that is capable of 
altering human DNA. Let’s hope 
the heavily rumoured rift 
between star Diesel and French 
director Mathieu Kassovitz 
doesn't manifest itself on 
screen. Gérard Depardieu and 
Michelle Yeoh round out the cast. 


OPENING NIGHT GALA (Soprano 
Renée Fleming [<<] performs 
three of her most acclaimed roles } 
Monday, September 22, 


Three high school seniors 
(Drake Bell, Kevin Covais and 
Andrew Caldwell) experience 
college life when they spend a 
wild weekend visiting the local 
college campus and hanging 
out with a fraternity. 


THA\S (MASSENET) 
Saturday, December 20, 12 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Saturday, February 14, 


a« iit 


SPECIAL 
EVENTS 


on the Big 
screen 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
SUMMERSLAM 
August 17: Temperatures 
inside the ring soar 
when the WWE's premier 
Summer event travels to 
Indianapolis’ famed 
Conseco Fieldhouse. 


GO TO CINEPLEX.COM FOR 
PARTICIPATING THEATRES 
AND TO BUY TICKETS. 


Guy Pearce plays FBI agent 

Roy Clayton, assigned the 

task of tracking former 

Special Ops agent Samir Horn 
(Don Cheadle}, who may be 
responsible for terrorist attacks 
around the globe. 


MADAMA BUTTERFLY (PUCCINI) 
Saturday, March ὦ, 1 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Saturday, April 18, 


MANITOBA 
CELLULAR 


Student Deal | 


*Uniimited text messaging 
‘Unlimited Mobile Web service 


* 300 weekday minutes 


‘Unlimited evenings and weekends starting at 5 pm 1 


CH LY 


IDEST 
ETWORK 


90" 


‘Unlimited local and long distance calls between 


6:30 p.m. ET/PT A, MIAN TH 
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SALOME (STRAUSS) 
Saturday, October 11, 1 p.m. ET 


(Encore: Saturday, November 15, 


DOCTOR ATOMIC (ADAMS) 
Saturday, November 8, 1 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Satruday, December 6, 


LA DAMNATION DE FAUST (BERLIOZ) 
Saturday, November 22, 1 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Saturday, January 17) 

1 p.m. ET) 


LA RONDINE (PUCCINI) 
Saturday, January 10, 1 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Saturday, February 21, 


ORFEO ED EURIDICE (GLUCK) 
Saturday, January 24, 1 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Saturday, March 14, 


LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR 
(DONIZETTI) 

Saturday, February ¢, 1 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Saturday, April 4, 

1 Ριπ|. ΕἸ) 


LA SONNAMBULA(BELLINI) 
Saturday, March 21, 1 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Saturday, April 25, 


LA CENERENTOLA (ROSSINI) 
Saturday, May 9, 12:30 p.m. ET 
(Encore: Saturday, May 23, 
12: ρ΄ τ EN) 


MTS Mobility customers ee 


Switch today. Visit mts.ca/studentdeals or _ 
your nearest MTS Connect store or dealer for details. 
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WIN A HIMALAYAN ADVENTURE! 
Text” TO 898989 
or visit SHAKEtheSHERPA.ca 


Renee Rouget Jerome Boulanger | Karen Grant (and her daughter Megan) 
Winner of a Winner of a Winner of a trip to Cozumel, Mexico, 
2009 Toyota Matrix 2009 Toyota Corolla from Signature Vacations 
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τυ nie!” Centrino® 2 Processor Technology, it t 
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Intel, the Intel logo, Centrino and Centrino Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and other countries. Windows Vista is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation. The contest is a combination of daily and 
weekly prizes as well as a grand prize. The value of the prizes ranges from $8 to the grand prize valuing approximately $5000. For more information and full contest rules visit shakethesherpa.ca. Contest ends September 30, 2008. 
While Toshiba has made every effort at time of publication to ensure accuracy they cannot be responsible for typography, photography or pricing errors. © 2008 Toshiba of Canada Limited. *Standard text messaging rates apply. 
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ΕΠ ΤΠ HOLLY ΚΓ [2 ΠῚ 


5 the star-studded installment of the PlayStation® 2 
social gaming serves that delivers the worlds greatest 


Hollywood trivia event live in your living room! 


[HE HOTTEST SHOW IN TINSELTOWN! 


Best known for playing tightly wound characters on 
The Office and Six Feet Under, Rainn Wilson lets loose as 
The Rocker’s heavy metal drummer in a teen rock band 


οὐ BY INGRID RANDOJA 


@ Φ 
Rainn Wils Ol) doesn’ttangle with : The band, which also includes brooding lead singer Curtis (Teddy 


paparazzi, you don’t see him closing down trendy L.A. clubs, nor does 2 Geiger) and dour bassist Amelia (Superbad’s Emma Stone), isn’t go- 
he have a sex tape posted online. : ing anywhere, that is until a video of Fish rehearsing in the nude 

The 42-year-old actor is married to fiction writer Holiday Reinhorn, : hits YouTube, and suddenly the band becomes a hot commodity. a heel — = 
is the father of a young son (Walter) and a devoted follower of the : Fish may be the most extroverted character the actor has ever pare BA Ἵ 3 1 | a “ ᾿ Ὁ fan ταις τε MARIS THLE] AVAILABLE AT 
Baha’i Faith. If he were a menu item, he’d be rice pudding. : played, but he’s also emotionally stunted, and that’s the prototyp- Se ne “ho τῇ, ͵ : + EVERPOMT mo TE ΜΙ | 

But lurking deep in the heart of Mr. Blancmange is a kick-out-the- ξ ical Wilson character: the child/man whose self-involved antics we i 7: ; ' ιν E-T | WA I * Vi ART 
jams, rock ’n’ roll star. Wilson allows his wild side to surface in the : make us both laugh and cringe. ed τ 7, ΝΟ <i Poudre a ΤΙ we | ane atet 

; ; . ι: ἃ ᾿ : 7 Ἢ = Fe πὶ WE SELL FOR LESS, EVERY DAY 
new comedy The Rocker, in which he plays Robert “Fish” Fishman, an_ : We first got a glimpse of Wilson’s immense talent when he 
aging drummer who gets the chance to revive his rock career when : appeared as the wonderfully creepy undertaker Arthur in TV’s | 
his teenage nephew Matt (Josh Gad) asks him tojoinhis band, A.D.D. : Six Feet Under, whichinturnledtohim being cast as continued > Fists iheeces ᾿ | 2) ς rat Ϊ on - 
Look for these other great PlayStation®2 Buzz! titles. Sofware — y 
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the supremely nerdy suck-up Dwight Schrute in the U.S. version of 
The Office. He’s popped up on the big screen as Luke Wilson’s misog- 
ynistic pal in My Super Ex-Girlfriend and as a sympathetic science 
teacher in The Last Mimzy. 

You can credit the 10 years Wilson spent working onstage in 
New York for honing his acting skills. The Seattle, Washington, 
native attended both Tufts University (located near Boston) and the 
University of Washington before moving to New York to enroll in 
NYU’s graduate acting program. After graduation he waited tables, 
worked in offices and operated his own moving company in order to 
supplement his theatre career. 

Decked out in an AC/DC T-shirt and Buddy Holly glasses, Wilson 
was in Toronto (where The Rocker was filmed) to chat about learning 
to play drums for the movie, the lure of celebrity and getting naked 
in front of the camera. 


SI can’t believe you hadn’t played drums before being cast in 
The Rocker. You’ve got chops. 

“Thanks. It’s one of the first things that I said when I read the 
script, the drumming has gotta look real and it’s gotta feel real. After 
I got cast I took a couple of weeks of drum lessons in my garage, 
thundering away and pissing off my neighbours in Los Angeles. At 
first I thought about drums as any other musical instrument, but 
they’re not. There’s a certain mentality to someone who likes to sit at 
the back and pound as loud as possible on something. There’s liter- 
ally a ‘drummer’s mentality.’ No matter how cerebral a drummer 
you'll meet, they all love to rock, and there’s that unabashed, open- 
heartedness and physicality I really learned a lot about.” 


Do you have a musical background? 

“I took piano lessons as a child and played music in bands all 
through high school. I was in the orchestra, I played bassoon for 
years, and was a band geek in the marching band. NowI play guitar. 
I could read music, which helped me a lot.” 


δ: But you don’t just play the drums, you play the drums naked. 
How did it feel to strip down for the camera? 

“I was naked in front of the crew, which was a little weird, but we 
always knew that was the comic centrepiece of our movie. I had to 
keep it believable in that Fish thinks the camera is the microphone, 
and that he happens to be naked in this hot basement of this Chinese 
food restaurant. Many of my fond memories of making this movie are 
of being spritzed with sweat at five in the morning. Glycerin, water 
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A.D.D. bandmates, from left: 
Josh Gad, Teddy Geiger, 
Emma Stone and Rainn Wilson 


and Vaseline, whatever it would take to make me look as sweaty as 
humanly possible, and I remember it running down my ass crack. 
Good times [laughs].” 


Did you relate to Fish in that, like you, here’s a guy who 
becomes a celebrity later in life? 

“I won't say that I can relate to Fish in that sense, because all I 
wanted to do was be a working actor. All 1 wanted to do is get paid 
and not have to wait tables anymore or drive a moving van anymore 
in order to make rent. And I just kept going, and I just kept getting 
more and better and bigger parts, and doors just kept opening for 
me. And then I got lucky enough to get on Six Feet Under and The Office 
and then I became a celebrity. But things could have certainly gone in 
another direction.” 


Have you ever thought about what would have happened if a 
producer had plucked you from a play while you were in your 
early 20s and cast you in some TV sitcom? 

“You don’t really know who you are when you are in your early 
20s. You don’t start finding yourself until your late 20s or your 30s. 
Celebrity will f--k with your brain no matter when it happens. If you 
get famous at 60, it will f--k with your head ’cause it’s crazy. My heart 
goes out to those poor girls who are famous at 17, and sex symbols 
too. I’m a celebrity, but not a sex symbol — well only to some very 
weird few. But to be a sex symbol and a celebrity that young, that can 
just...whoa.” 


Hollywood just loves to sexualize young girls. 
“There’s no way you've had a healthy sex life yet, so to be put in 
push-up bras, on billboards...it’s a crazy, crazy ride.” 


©: You didn’t have to worry about push-up bras playing Fish, but 
rather squeezing into tight leather pants. 

“When I tried on the wig, put on the crazy shirts, the ‘guy liner’ 
[Wilson’s term for mascara] and leather pants...you can learn so 
much by being physically informed by the character. People always 
ask me that about Dwight from The Office, and when you wear those 
Dwight glasses, part your hair in the middle and you’ve got a calcu- 
lator wristwatch on and you’re wearing a polyester/wool-blend suit, 
you can’t help but sit a certain way or look at the world a certain way. 
It affects you. Anyone can do it, you don’t even have to be an actor.” [ἢ 
{{ΠΠΠΠ|{ΠΠ|||Π||||Π|||||||1|||{1||||||{|||{||||{||||Π||||Π||{|Π|{|||||||||{Π|{Π|ΠΠΠ|1Π||{ΠΠ|{||Π|||ΠΠ||{ΠΠ||||Π|{Π||{Π||{|||ΠΠ|{Π|{ΠΠ||ΠΠ||||] 
Ingrid Randoja is the deputy editor of Famous. 
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You may be asking yourself, 
“Where did they find that 
kid in The Rocker poster? 
He sure does look a lot like 
a young Rainn Wilson.” 

Well, they didn’t have to 
look far, it is Rainn Wilson. 

“It’s pretty remarkable 
isn’t it,” says Wilson 
while staring at the 
oversized poster during 
his interview in Toronto. 
“That’s me back in second 
grade at Garfield 
Elementary School in 
Olympia, Washington, in 
1974. That’s my shirt, but 
they ripped the sleeves 
off. | had no glasses, they 
gave me ‘Dwight’ glasses 
[referring to his character 
on The Office], and a 
Rockertattoo.” 

But little Rainn’s hair 
looks as if it may have 
also had some highlights 
added. Did the studio 
marketing types touch-up 
his mop of hair? 

“Nah, that’s the way...,” 
Wilson suddenly stops 
talking to study the poster 
more closely, “...they 
might have highlighted my 
hair alittle, yeah.” —IR 
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In Swing Vote, 


Nh 


SIANL 


lays the man 


who gets to decide whether the Republican 

or Democratic candidate will become the next 
President of the United States. In real life, Costner 
calls George Bush Sr. a friend, but swears it has 


nothing to do with politics 


evin Costner says he’s not a particularly political 
person. Not in the traditional sense, anyway. He’s never publicly 
supported a candidate, and he decides from election to election 
whether he’ll vote Democrat, Republican or Independent. 

But he does have some very strong feelings about the political 
process. For one thing, he’s irritated by the fact that Presidential 
election campaigns take so damn long. 

“These are the two best people in the country running. Well, what 
have they been doing for two years,” asks Costner in a recent Toronto 
interview. Tall, thin, and dressed smartly in a tailored pinstripe shirt, 
tan pants and brown cowboy boots, he’s still got that boyish grin 
that made him irresistible to Susan Sarandon in Bull Durham 20 years 
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ago. But with greying hair and deep creases running down from 
the corners of his eyes he definitely owns his 53 years. 

Costner is here for two reasons. His band, Modern West (he 
sings), is playing Toronto’s Phoenix Concert Theatre. He’s also here 
to talk about Swing Vote, his political comedy that comes out this 
month, three months before Americans finally decide between 
Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John McCain. 

“They were both voted in to be senators, to represent the ideas 
of our own citizens, and they’re out there running for two years. 
To think that these guys are that charismatic, or wield that much 
influence — certainly we could have passed...” he says, trailing 
off. “We haven't passed sh-t with them on the road.” continued 
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Bud Johnson (Kevin Costner) 
with his precocious daughter Molly . | Ϊ 
(Madeline Carroll) in Swing Vote Γ 


‘All we were exploring was 
the humanity of two uys 

vying for the biggest jo 
the planet,” says hare 
“Who would doubt that they 
mighi be willing to switch. 
their positions in order to 
gain one vote?” 


Swing Vote, which Costner also produced, is all about the political 
process, or at least what happens when one election campaign goes 
ridiculously wrong. 

Costner plays Bud Johnson, a somewhat neglectful single father 
whose 12-year-old daughter Molly (Madeline Carroll) runs the house. 
While Bud couldn't care less about the election, Molly could go toe-to- 
toe with Chris Matthews or Bill Maher (both of whom have cameos) 
on any of the issues. 

On Election Day, Molly convinces Bud to vote, only to have him 
stand her up at the polling station. So she sneaks into the booth with 
his ballot. But the machine shuts off, and the vote is not registered. In 
a twist of electoral fate even stranger than Florida in 2000, at the end 
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of the night the country is deadlocked and the race will be decided by 
the Johnsons’ district, Texico, New Mexico — which is currently tied. 
Bud’s voided ballot must be recast...and will be the deciding vote. 

So both candidates — the slick incumbent Republican, President 
Andrew Boone (Kelsey Grammer), and the earnest Democratic hopeful 
Donald Greenleaf (Dennis Hopper) — descend on small-town Texico 
to mount an entire campaign directed squarely at Bud. 

“All we were exploring was the humanity of two guys vying for the 
biggest job on the planet,” says Costner. “Who would doubt that they 
might be willing to switch their positions in order to gain one vote?” 

President Boone romances Johnson with a meeting on Air Force One 
and Greenleaf throws a swanky party in Bud’s honour, at which Bud’s 
Willie Nelson tribute band (really Costner’s Modern West) is invited to 
play. It’s completely overwhelming for Bud, as it would be for anyone 
— even a movie star like Kevin Costner. 

As it turns out, Costner, the Oscar-winning director (Dances With 
Wolves) and star of some seriously fine films (The Untouchables, 
Field of Dreams, Thirteen Days), was similarly overwhelmed by the 
first President Bush (George Sr.) on what he describes as “one of the 
greatest days” of his life. 

It was 1991 and Costner was in Baltimore shooting Oliver Stone’s 
JFK, about the Kennedy assassination, when he was invited to 
play with the Baltimore Orioles before a game. He shared the field 
with shortstop Cal Ripken, and even managed to hit a ball over the 


fence. So it was already a pretty good day. Now he would get to watch 
the Orioles play their game. 

“I was back in the locker room and they said, ‘The President would 
like to play golf with you,’” recalls Costner. “It’s not something you 
say no to, but I’m thinking, ‘Well, I would like to see this game.” 

No luck. Within minutes he was showered and heading down 
the freeway in a Secret Service car with blue lights flashing and the 
President’s staff arranging to get him golf shoes and lunch. Minutes 
later they were at Andrews Air Force base boarding a plane for 
Washington, D.C., and then a short drive to the golf course. 

“T literally get out of the car, see Andre Agassi, the President and his 
future son-in-law...and I’ve got a brownie in my mouth and am put- 
ting on my shoes like this [gets up from his chair and hops around].” 

After a lightning-fast round of golf Costner assumed the day was 
over, but the President asked him back to the White House. “So we 
get in the helicopter and we went over, and he says let’s play some 
horseshoes.” Then they went for a swim in the pool. And after that 
Barbara Bush invited Costner to stay for dinner. 

“The next day, I’m at the set and Oliver’s really pissed off about 
something. ‘Ah, they hate me.’ Who hates you Oliver? ‘Ah, the 
President, they hate me.’ Why do they hate you Oliver? ‘Ah, I went 
over to the White House yesterday and I wanted to get a tour and 
they didn’t let me see hardly anything.... They wouldn’t even let 
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me see the pool, there was some guy in the pool. 

Costner waited a week before telling Stone he was the one splashing 
around with the First Family. 

Eight years later, when Costner was making Message in a Bottle in 
Maine, the Bush family invited him to their Kennebunkport compound 
to go fishing. 

Costner says some people assume he’s a Republican because of his 
association with the Bushes, but that’s never been true. 

“I’m forever grateful for [George Sr.’s] friendship, but it didn’t come 
out of any political aspiration, or me having ever been supportive, 
but the way him and Barbara were,” says Costner. “Consequently, I 
disagree a lot with their son, but [because of] their kindness to me, 
I’ve never wanted to be forceful publicly against their son...I know 
it would break their heart.” 

Costner reiterates that he’s never endorsed any candidate, but 
adds, “I might do it this time.” 

Really? Who? 

“We're not going there,” he says. “Yet.” ἢ 
{ΠΠ{{ΠΠ|||Π|||||||||{||||{||||{|||Π|||Π||{|||||||{|{|||||||{||{|{|||{|||{Π|{Π||Π||Π|||{|||{Π||{|||{Π||{|||{Π|Π|Π||{Π|{Π|Π{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ||{Π| 
Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 


GIAMMARCO’S 


BIG CHILL MOMENT 


You may recognize 

David Giammarco, seen here 
with Kevin Costner at the 
actor’s Aspen ranch, as the 
Canadian entertainment 
reporter formerly with CTV’s 
eTalk. He was also a regular 
contributor to Famous for 
years, and still writes for us 
from time to time. 

About 1? years ago, 
Giammarco struck up a 
friendship with Costner on the 
set of JFK, where he was doing 
research. “David’s been one of 
my really good friends,” 
confirms Costner while in 
Toronto to promote Swing Vote. 
“He sometimes comes down 
and vacations with us.” 

Last summer, Costner 
asked Giammarco if he’d like a 
small role in Swing Vote. “I was 


playing a behind-the-scenes 
political operative who helps 
manipulate the political 
process in the next U.S. 
election,” says Giammarco. 
He spent a week on the 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
set last September and shot 
scenes with Costner, Kelsey 
Grammer and Dennis Hopper. 
“He had a love scene anda 
big fist fight,” says Costner. 
“At least, | told him that was 
what he was going to have, but 
he didn’t have that at all.” 
Alas, Giammarco’s entire 
performance was cut and 
Costner had to break it to his pal. 
“|just called him and said, 
‘Hey buddy, you're out...’ And 
he said, ‘What am | going to 
tell everybody in Canada?’ | 
said, ‘You’re going to tell them 


this is your damn Big Chill 
moment,” Costner says. 

He’s referring to his own 
famous non-appearance in 
the 1983 ensemble film about 
seven old friends brought 
together by the suicide of an 
eighth friend, Alex. Costner 
played Alex. It was supposed 
to be his big break, then all of 
his scenes were cut but one. 
Those are his slashed wrists 
you see as the camera pans a 


body at the start of the film. 

“| could’ve shoved him in 
there, being the producer,” 
Costner says of Giammarco. 
“But at the end of the day, 
kind of like The Big Chill, it just 
wasn't right. So! have to look 
for [arole for] him some more. 
He’s going to have years of 
therapy, because he was 
really counting on this.” —MW 
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You’d think Harrison Ford | 
might kick back and live off the | 
ack-end profits of his other | 
2008 movie, Indiana Jones and | 
the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. | 
But he still has that itch to act. | 
Even when his new part is just | 
one fragment of the ensemble | 
message movie Crossing Over | 


i narrative about immigration. 
οὐ BY BOB STRAUSS | 


| serious thespian itch that the, arguably, most successful action- 
: movie star of all time has picked at repeatedly for the last 35 years. 
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arrison Ford came back just the way every- 
one wanted him to earlier this year, playing 
Indiana Jones after nearly two decades away 
from his signature role. 
But will many people want to see him 
again so soon? 
Ford’s other 2008 movie, Crossing Over, is 
a tough, multi-plotline drama about one of 
the U.S.’s most polarizing issues. The film co-stars Sean Penn, 
Ashley Judd, Jim Sturgess, Alice Braga and a variety of actors from 
assorted ethnic backgrounds joining together to create a dramatic 


The movie, which hits theatres later this year, scratches the 


“You pays your money and you takes your choice,” Ford jokes at 


2 the airport in Santa Monica, California, where the avid pilot keeps a 
: tiny office and a hangar full of his personal aircraft. “The theme of 
' Crossing Over is immigration. I became interested in doing something 
: where it was an ensemble cast, where I didn’t feel responsible for 
: the screenplay or the overall success of the project. I just showed up 
: andIdid my work, which I enjoyed quite a bit.” 
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>>> ~~ Yeah, but did it fulfill his higher artistic aspirations in a way that 


cracking bullwhips, fighting aliens and exploring lost temples doesn’t? 

“You know, my attitude about art...,” he starts out, as ifto be snide, 
but then thinks better of it. “There’s no difference in the creative 
process, whether you’re doing a film that’s an entertainment or 
you’re doing a film that’s serious in intent, and ambitious. The job on 
the set is exactly the same: give the best possible expression to the 
ideas contained in the scene, make it interesting, make it work. It’s 
the same job and it’s a job 1 love.” 

The brainchild of writer-director Wayne Kramer (Running Scared, 
The Cooler), himself a transplanted South African, Crossing Over ex- 
plores how a variety of migrants in Los Angeles, some there legally 
and some not, come to terms with the dream-challenging realities of 
the City of Angels. The film also shows how those charged with 
enforcing America’s entry and work laws cope with often trying 
situations, which is where Ford’s character, Max Brogan, comes in. 

“He’s an Immigration and Customs agent,” the actor explains in 
his usual, to-the-point manner. “It’s about an issue that affects us all, 
so I’m interested as a citizen. I’m also interested in the economic 
impact and the emotional aspects of immigration reform. So I’m 
happy to see the subject getting attention.” 

But will the downbeat film get attention? Ford has made some 
acclaimed dramas in his time, such as Witness, Presumed Innocent and 
The Mosquito Coast. But even when not working in outright fantasies 
like the Indy and Star Wars films or Blade Runner, most of his hits have 
been sold as much for their action elements as their dramatic ones. 

Furthermore, until Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, Ford hadn’t appeared 
in amajor moneymaker since 2000’s What Lies Beneath. And that was 
a ghost story. 

If he’s worried about his bankability, Ford sure doesn’t act like it. 
And he knows what it’s like to not make it in Hollywood. For years, 
he supported himself as a carpenter while waiting for acting to pay 


SEVEN ΝΟΣ 


HARRISON FORD 


His younger brother, depression in his early 20s 
Terence Ford, is a photographer Is an active member of the 
and former actor who environmental group 
appeared on the soap operas Conservation International 
The Young and the Restless His son, Ben Ford, is a chef 
and General Hospital who's appeared on the TV 

Has a spider: Calponia series /ron Chef America 
harrisonfordi, and an ant: Rumoured to have bought 
Pheidole harrisonfordi, named a multi-million dollar home on 
after him Bowen Island (off the coast of 

Played the washtub bass for B.C.) with partner Calista 
the folk band The Brothers Flockhart in 2005. Those 
Gross while attending college rumours turned out 

Suffered from clinical to be false —IR 
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off. And when he did snag a part in those early days, it was mostly 
odd TV work and the occasional, minuscule role in a film classic like 
American Graffiti or The Conversation. That is, until Star Wars’ space 
cowboy Han Solo rocketed his name to the top of the A-list. 

“My career didn’t start until most people give up!” Ford laughs 
heartily. “I didn’t make a f---in’ dime in this business until I was 35 
years old!” 

Although Ford, now 66 years old, looks a bit weary in Crossing Over, 
in person he looks more like the vital and robust Indiana Jones from 
Crystal Skull — impressively fresh and ready to take on anything. 

“I play tennis, I ski, go to the gym three or four times a week,” Ford 
shrugs, adding that good genes are probably the main reason for his 
vital longevity. 

Some things have changed, though. He’s essentially in his third 
family situation with partner Calista Flockhart and her son Liam 
(there are two kids each from Ford’s two marriages). And while some 
long-time interests are still pursued, others have fallen by the wayside. 

“I fly a couple of times a week,” Ford notes. “I fly for travel, for 
pleasure; basically, any time I can find an excuse. As for carpentry, 
you know what? I’ve lost my chops. I still have a shop at my home in 
L.A. and my home in Wyoming. It’s one of the things I hope to get 
back into spending some time doing.” 

He keeps plugging away at that other profession of his, though, 
long past the point where he needs to. And with the Indy reboot 
providing a much-appreciated career boost, he intends to Keep at it 
for as long as he can. 

“I see myself as a working actor; a lucky working actor,” Ford says. 
“I’ve had a chance to work with incredible people on incredible 
projects. It’s made me a very comfortable and interesting life, a 
challenging life. And I’ve had a great time.” [ἢ 
{{{{Π|||||Π||||||Π||||||||||{Π||||||||||||||||Π||||||{|||||{|||||||||{||Π||{Π|||||{Π|||||{|||{||Π|||{Π|||||{|||||||||{Π|||{Π|||||Π||ΠΠΠ|Π||Π|||||] 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies and filmmakers. 


[5] PHOTO BELOW BY ASTRID RIECKEN/THE WASHINGTON TIMES-KEYSTONE 
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ho is that familiar-looking African-American 

actor standing next to Ben Stiller in ads for 

the Vietnam War movie spoof Tropic Thunder? 

Is it (a) Terrence Howard? (b) Russell Crowe? 

(c) Colin Farrell? (d) Daniel Day-Lewis or (e) Robert Downey Jr.? 

To some extent, it is (f) all of the above. But for the record, it is 
Downey, the comeback story of the summer, taking what some see 
as the comedic risk of his career. 

Tropic Thunder, directed by and starring Ben Stiller, is a satire set 
within the production ofa very serious Vietnam War film. Finally ex- 
asperated by the high-maintenance cast, the director (Steve Coogan) 
and writer (Nick Nolte) arrange to drop them into a real Asian war zone 
— which the players at first think is some sort of rehearsal exercise. 

Tropic Thunder’s real target is the pretentiousness of “important” 
moviemaking, and Downey’s character, Kirk Lazarus, is perhaps the 
most important cog in the movie’s machinery of self-importance. 
He’s an Oscar-winning “method” actor who takes a role meant for 
an African-American, and, without a second thought, decides to 
play it as African-American. 

“It’s my Australian five-time Oscar winner’s particular dysfunc- 
tion that he believes he can play an African-American more effec- 
tively than any African-American can,” Downey says in a recent 
phone interview. He’s calling from a hotel room in Paris. “It’s a 
brilliant character. Ben made this very, very interesting, sophisti- 
cated, outrageous kind of farce about actors and Hollywood. And 
it really doesn’t stray all that far from the real thing.” continued > 
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He survived drug addiction, 
two jail stints and a career 
meltdown only to come back as 
this summer’s big hero, Iron Man. 
Now Robert Downey Jr. takes 
what may be his biggest 
on-screen risk, pla ing a white 
actor playing a black actor in 
the over-the-top comedy 

Tropic Thunder ee sy sim stoTEK 
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Tropic Thunder's Robert Downey Jr. | 
as white actor Kirk Lazarus 
playing a black character 
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Downey admits the description of 
the Australian Lazarus automatically 
puts one in the mind of Crowe, with 
“bits” of Farrell and Day-Lewis. And 
probably several other actors alongside 
whose name you might find the word 
“important.” 

Lazarus is obsessive about his role to 
the point that — in a making-of movie- 
within-the-movie — he is seen researching 
his role by moving in with the Black veteran 
on which his character is based, and taking 
his psychiatric medication. 

Meanwhile, for the physicality, Downey’s 
friend and Iron Man castmate Terrence Howard 
reports, “Downey said he played me, like he 
literally put a picture of me up in his trailer 
and said, ‘I want to become Terrence.’ 

“It’s okay,” Howard adds with a laugh. “I think it’s perfect, it’s 
absolutely beautiful. It may open up the way for me to play a white 
guy one day. I’m using it as a precedent.” 

Call it anything you want, but don’t call it “blackface.” It’s been a 
sensitive issue for the production, and Downey admits there were 
some misgivings going in. But testing indicated that audiences were 
able to make the distinction between “playing black” and playing a 
character who’s playing black. Says Downey: “It’s interesting in that 
as people are starting to see it, [the “blackface” issue] literally doesn’t 
even wind up in the top-10 list of things they’re commenting on.” 

Not that Downey would shy away from a challenge at this point in 
his Phoenix-like career. Once considered uninsurable and all-but- 
career-dead in the late ’90s after dealing publicly, and repeatedly, 
with substance abuse problems, the 43-year-old is a hot property 
after starring in one of the summer’s biggest hits, Iron Man. 

He was incongruously named part of “The New A-List” in a recent 
Entertainment Weekly feature, alongside actors half his age or less, 
like 21-year-old Ellen Page, 21-year-old Shia LaBeouf, 20-year-old 
Michael Cera and 26-year-old Seth Rogen. 
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Clockwise from left: Downey with Canadian actor Jay Baruchel; with Brandon T. Jackson (left) and Ben Stiller; and with his inspiration Terrence Howard at the /ron Manpremiere 


Downey, who never met a dark indie film he didn’t like, admits it was 
a shift in consciousness to take roles in big commercial films. For one 
thing, he got to call a lot more shots than he ever thought possible. 

“Between Iron Man and Tropic Thunder, I’ve discovered big movies 
and big-concept comedies are really cool and really fertile ground. I 
didn’t think these genres of movies could be so ideally suited for the 
way I like to express myself. 

“Of course, doing high-minded drama is still interesting to me too, 
stuff like The Soloist,” he says of his upcoming drama with Jamie Foxx, 
about a schizophrenic music prodigy who ends up homeless and 
playing concertos under a bridge. Based on a true story, Downey 
plays the newspaper reporter who befriended the wayward genius. 

“I’m playing a journalist again [he also played one in Zodiac], which 
seems to be a bit of a karmic thing for me,” Downey says. “It also 
makes me much nicer in interviews. I just know what a challenging 
job it is and what a drag it is to make an agreement to talk to someone 
who then promptly informs you that they don’t want to talk.” 

He’ll be talking a lot for the next few years at least — what with 
two more Iron Man movies on his contract, and his place as a key 
piece of The Avengers, the superhero team from the ’60s that included 


[5] ROBERT DOWNEY JR. AND TERRENCE HOWARD PHOTO BY JIM SPELLMAN/WIREIMAGE 


the Hulk, Iron Man, Captain America, Thor and Ant-Man, which Marvel 
wants to “cross pollinate” as a movie franchise. 

Whichever move he makes, Downey’s karma is good, Howard says. 

“Robert walks in completely transparent because he no longer 
feels you think more of him than what he is. All of his skeletons are 
out of the closet, which is a good place to be. All the rest of us, we 
spend half our time hiding and masking our demons and darker side. 
But we know the worst of his deeds, which is a kind of freedom.” 

For his part, Downey says his new attitude comes from separat- 
ing his life — wife Susan Downey and son Indio from a previous 
marriage — from the noise of celebrity. “I can say that particularly 
in the last bunch of years, I just am a little bit more Harrison Ford 
about the whole thing,” he says, referencing one of Hollywood’s 
biggest privacy freaks. 

“I get a kick out of [Hollywood] and it feels like my real life because 
I spend so much of my life in it. But I have enough aesthetic distance 
to know that it’s about persona and it’s about projection and inflation 
instead of reality.” ἢ 
{{{ΠΠ||Π||||||{Π|||{1|||Π||{||||{||||{Π||{Π|||||{|||{Π||{Π|||||{Π|||{Π||||Π|{ΠΠ||{1Π|||||Π|{Π||{Π||{Π||Π||{|Π|ΠΠΠ|{Π||{ΠΠΠ|{ΠΠ|ΠΠΠ||ΠΠ|{|||] 
Jim Slotek writes about movies for the Toronto Sun. 
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HAWAIIAN 
TROPIC 


While Tropic Thunderis about 
a director so frustrated with 
the spoiled cast of his 
Vietnam War movie that he 
drops them in the jungles of 
Nam to inject some realism, 
the cast of Tropic Thunder 
didn’t have it so bad. 

They shot the film on the 
Hawaiian paradise of Kaua'i, 
which, thanks to its sunny 
days and lush tropical 
vegetation, was a perfect — 
albeit much more cushy — 
stand-in for Nam. 

The fact that director 
Ben Stiller owns a home on 
Kaua’i, and married wife 
Christine Taylor on a beach 
on the island’s North Shore 
in 2000, probably didn't 
hurt either. 

Most locals were thrilled 
with the production, since 
much of the movie’s 
estimated $100-million (U.S.) 
budget landed on their 
emerald shores. Plus, as 
many as 400 Hawaiians got 
work as extras — most 
playing Vietnamese. 

Here’s how one casting 
call read: “Seeking men, 
women and children ages 
eight through 80 to portray 
thin Vietnamese villagers. 
No acting experience 
necessary. Character faces 
(missing teeth, etc.) are 
welcome.” —MW 
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Wear this Ps 
($58, Gap) with sandals + 
now, but in the fall add 
tights, a sweater and an 
oversized scarf for added 
warmth and chic. 


(This 


Confusing fruit drinks with soap 
(which they then use to wash their 
hair) isn’t the worst grooming crime, 
but it is telling. Often, guys just 
aren't interested in selecting the 
proper grooming products. So when 
we saw this body wash/shampoo 
hybrid (opposite page) we laughed, 
but thought, “yeah, pretty smart.” 
And maybe the guys have it right 
by not worrying about the products 
they use, instead going multipurpose 
and streamlined when they can. So 
take a page from them and don’t 
stress as you head back to school this 


hill 


BACK TO 
SCHOOL 
Is NO TIME 
TOdTRESS 


οὐ BY LIZA HERZ 


sk a guy about his morning bathing 
ritual, and you might get an answer 
like this, “I use whatever soap is in 
the shower and I wash my hair with 
it too. I think it’s called Five Alive.” 


is an actual quote from 


areal male that we know.) 


fall. Here’s an assortment of items 
that are easy to use and that will 
speed you out the door in the 
morning: shoes that are a workout 
on their own, a great dress that goes 
effortlessly from summer to fall, 

a phone with an easier-to-use 
keyboard, a grill to make late-night 
dorm snacks. Staying organized 

is all about the right tools. 

With everything else in your life 
running so smoothly, you can reserve 
all your stressing-out energy for (in 
no particular order) schoolwork, 
dating, parents, part-time job. 


eI 
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Skip a step: Becaus epairing 
Ssemuiin; Dova : ontrol Thm 
~> ($6, drugstores) help 


For sleepyheads who can only deal with 
one bottle in the a.m., new Gillette 2-in-1 Gentle 
Clean Shampoo + Body Wash 
($6, drugstores) simplifies routines. 


Clean & Clear’s Advantage Invisible Patch 
($11.50, drugstores] creates a protective seal 
while it treats your pimple, so you can layer 
concealer on top with no worries of re-infection. 


repel humidity and stay smooth and shiny. 


gundy shoe stores] 

nical experts to give 

your legs av improve core muscle 
50 you're exercising even while chilling out. 


Whitening Listerine Quick Dissolving Strips Seer olour Riche Lip Gloss : The Fit 
($34 for 56 strips, drugstores] whiten teeth in for 
minutes and then disappear to nothing, so there's no 


soggy Strip to toss. Perfect when you're heading out. 


Fastest morning 
in Rich Pink [9 
Naturale ΜῈ 


Ϊ 


drugstores) fora defined look and lots of lashes. 


The Hamilton Beach Contact Grill 
($20, proctorsilex.com for stores] makes 
grilled cheese in a Snap, So you don't have 

to steal your roommate's iron. 


Stayconnected:The = = ~~: ($50 ona 
three year contract at Bell] has a full keyboard, 
media player, 1.3 MP camera and access to 
Windows Live TM Messenger and Facebook. 


Have an organized desk wherever you go. 
The new Mead Five Star Stand ’n’ Store Pencil Case 
($9, Grand & Toy} stands up so you have easier 
viewing of its, no doubt, overstuffed contents. 
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Slippery when wet. Madden NEL 09 adds weather 
component to latest edition «> sy scorr carpNeER 
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Madden ΝΕΙ. 09 ΝΝ PS3, PSP, XBOX 360, WII, PSP, DS 


veryone knows football fans can be intense, 
but serious gridiron gamers are in a league 
beyond. Consider this, pro football happens once 
or twice a week, fora few hours, but a gamer can 
run his console 2477 (and let’s not bother with 
gender-neutral pronouns, either). It’s the perfect 
intersection of two obsessive cultures: fans can 
play and replay virtual seasons, trying every new 
Strategy imaginable in a sport that is — to put it 
mildly —a little complex to begin with. 

Since 1988, the 900-Ib gorilla of football games has been Madden. 
Named after coach and commentator John Madden — a bit of a 900-Ib 
gorilla himself — it’s sold 40-million copies across four generations 
of consoles. Every year brings new features, fresh rosters and 


improved play and visuals, but the game has also gotten awfully 2 XBOX 360 : 
complicated for casual fans. ξ As the cybernetic god Baldur, Ξ PC, PS2, PS3, XBOX 360 
Madden 09, however, addresses this problem in several ways, ἘΠ youare humanity's last hope : Sometimes blowing stuff up is 
including its Virtual Training Center, a tutorial mode to assess a player's : to defeat armies of (and this is : all you want to do, and that's 
skills and manage (and evolve] the game's difficulty level. Another ἘΠ ironic} machines, in this epic : why we need Mercenaries. 
addition is BackTrack, a replay learning tool with real-lifecommentator : third-personadventurecreated Like the original, you’re ina 
Cris Collinsworth using a telestrator to break down where and why a , by developer Silicon Knights of 2 “sandbox” environment free 
play went wrong. Also new: fatigue modelling, 32-player online leagues, : St. Catharines, Ont. Steeped in : to follow plot-driven tasks, 
and the fact that fumbles and footing are affected by the weather—a | Norse mythology, Joo Human ἘΠ side missions or simply wreak 
little touch that makes the experience really come alive. Speaking of 2 also offers unusually deep : havoc. Why? That’s just what a 
coming alive, if you can't tell the difference between your sofa and : role-playing elements, and :  soldier-of-fortune does when 
your obsessed gamer, here’s a tip: the sofa doesn't keep asking for : Microsoft is so enthused it’s : he’s been double-crossed by 
more Mountain Dew. 3 already planning a trilogy. ἘΠ awannabe dictator. 
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Lamont Hiebert writes from experience; Joan Jett 
gets her Gibson -- sy iverip RANDOJA 


n 2002, singer 

and songwriter 

Lamont Hiebert 

walked away from a 

music career to fulfill a 

higher calling, to care 
for children who had been 
exploited as sex slaves. The 
native of Grand Forks, B.C., 
was recording his second CD 
with his band, Ten Shekel 
Shirt, when he travelled to 
Southeast Asia to join 
undercover investigators 
who were searching for 
children working as sex 
slaves inside brothels. 

“As my music career was 
taking off, I also found I had 
a desire to speak up for the 
growing problem of child 
slavery,” says Hiebert on 


SETTING 
DIFFICURE 
WORDS 
TOM 


the line from Pennsylvania, 
where he performed the 
night before. “I learned 
there were investigators 
ready to rescue children but 
they had no places to put 
the children. So I gathered 
some friends and started an 
organization — Lovel46 — 
that deals primarily with 
aftercare, and also more 
recently focusing on the 
prevention of trafficking 

to begin with.” 

So from 2003 to 2007 
Hiebert shelved Ten Shekel 
Shirt to concentrate on his 
social justice mission. But 
the urge to make music was 
always there, and when 
Rounder Records asked 
Hiebert to reform the band 


and record a new CD, he set 
pen to paper writing Jubilee 
(available August 19th). 


One of the CD’s songs, 
“Fragile,” deals with the 
aftermath of sexual abuse. : Revered rock chick Joan Jett becomes the 

“Iendedup changing the : first woman to be honoured with her own 
song slightly,” says Hiebert, : signature model Gibson Electric Guitar 
“because when our head ' ($839 U.S.). Gibson successfully replicated 
trauma counsellor in 2 Jett’s 1977 Melody Maker model, right down 
Southeast Asia heard : to the custom velvet hammer pickups, 
‘Fragile,’ and me singing, : which haven't been available on Gibson 
‘It’s not your fault, it’s not 2 guitars for more than 20 years. The guitar’s 
your fault,’ she asked can ' body is made from lightweight mahogany, 
you change some of the ' features a white worn finish and a period- 
lyrics to say, ‘It’s not my 2 appropriate black vinyl pick guard. 


fault?’ She said, ‘I want 
those words to come out 


of their mouths.’ It’s the | r= 

number one blockade in ‘Tale pit A 
theirhealing andrecovery τ Ἑ — 
process, the idea that they | o 

think that although they --" C ἫΝ 


were enslaved, or abducted, 

or sold it’s their fault 
somehow.Soyouhearme ΓΚ 
changing the lyrics about 
two-thirds of the way 

through the song.” 


><OUTTHISMONTH 


Hawthorne Heights - Fragile Future > The Faint - Fasciinatiion 
T.I. - Paper Trail > Michelle Williams - Unexpected 
Stereolab - Chemical Chords > Juliana Hatfield - How to Walk 
Away Slipknot - All Hope is Gone > Solange Knowles - 
Sol-Angel and The Hadley Street Dreams 
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By Flo τὸ f/T-Pain’ 


On DVD And Blu-ray” Hi-Def July 15 


See New, Never-Before-Seen Footage At myspace.com/stepupmovie 
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BIG MOVIES COMING TO THE SMALL SCREEN ®> BY MARNI WEISZ 


Abigail Breslin hitches a ride with a friend in Nim’s Island 


AUGUST5 


STARS! Jodie Foster, 
Abigail Breslin 
DIRECTORS: Jennifer 


Flackett, Mark Levin 
STORY: Living on an 
isolated island with no 
one but her dad (Gerard 
Butler), her animal 
friends and her series of 
Alex Rider books to keep 
her company seems like 
a dream for young Nim 
(Breslin]}. Until her father 
goes missing and she has 
to call on the reclusive 
author of those books 
(Foster) to help find him. 
DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, “Nim’s Friends,” 
“Abigail's Journey,” 
“Working on Water” 


AUGUST1200 ὁ 


STARS! Dennis Quaid, 
Ellen Page 

DIREGTOR: Noam Murro 
(debut) 

STORY: When a grouchy 
English professor (Quaid ]} 
suffers a brain injury 

he’s forced to rely on his 
free-spirited brother 


(Thomas Haden Church} 
more than he'd like. Page 
Steps in as the precocious, 
but conservative, 1?-year- 
old daughter. DVD Extras: 
interviews with cast and 
crew, outtakes, nine deleted 
scenes, Smart People at 
Sundance” 


AUGUST190 


STARS! Miley Cyrus, 

Billy Ray Cyrus 

DIREGIOR: Bruce Hendricks 
(Ultimate X: The Movie ) 
STORY: As on her TV show, 
Cyrus plays both awkward 
schoolgirl Miley Stewart and 
her pop-star alter ego 
Hannah Montana in this 
concert film that didn’t 
really need any gimmicks to 
attract droves of young 
fans, but added the element 
of eye-popping 3D just for 
good measure. And yup, the 
DVD comes with 3D glasses 
50 it'll be just like having 
Miley dancing in your living 
room. DVD Extras: sing- 
along mode, additional 
songs, The Ultimate 
Personal Tour” 


STARS: Amy Adams, 
Frances McDormand 
DIREGIOR Bharat Nalluri 

[ The Crow: Salvation) 
STORY: Nanny Miss Pettigrew 
(McDormand) accidentally 
falls into the job of social 
secretary for actress 
Delysia Lafosse (Adams}, 
and must sort out her 
boss’s love life, which 
involves affairs with three 
men. DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, Miss Pettigrew’s 
Long Trip to Hollywood” 


STARS! Brittany Snow, 

Scott Porter 

DIREGIOR: Nelson McCormick 
(For Which He Stands) 
STORY: Three years after 
Donna Keppel’s (Snow] 
entire family was murdered 
by an obsessed psychopath, 
said psychopath escapes 
from his mental institution 
and comes looking for her. 
And just in time for prom! 
DVD Extras: deleted scenes, 
gag reel, photo album. 


All release dates 
are subject to 
change. 
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vl SEASON ONE 
| VOLUMES 1 ἃ 2 
ON DVD NOW! 
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YOUR MONTHLY DOSE OF MOVIE TRIVIA 
Se 


Uma Thurman plays a relationship 
expert in next month’s rom-com 
The Accidental Husband. Thurman’s 
father is a world-renowned expert 
ona certain religion. Name it. 


The idea for the twisty Guy Pearce, 
Don Cheadle political thriller raitor 
came from an unlikely source. 
Was it Steve Martin, Chris Rock, 
Jon Stewart or Jerry Seinfeld? 


Kiefer Sutherland plays an ex-cop 
in the horror film Mirrors. On which 
failed TV pilot did Sutherland play 
Police Detective Jack Vincennes ? 


SUMMER MOVIE PREVIEW | 


Clue: It was based on 8 James Ellroy INSIDE 
novel that had already been made WITH CATE 
into an Oscar-winning movie. BLANCHETT Slouch 
2 SHIA : eistyle 
τὐεξοξε κουσσεεις ὑεῖς σὰς διοοο τος ἌΡΗ ecsbees : ΠΡ ae ἀφ ϑοῖρς aes pers cesesesuaesecececs LABEOQUF 

athieu Kassovitz directs the new ᾿ 
Vin Diesel sci-fi Babylon A.D. eS 
Kassovitz is also a well-known GETS ALL ta 
actor in his native France. In which ROMANTIC BETTER ἢ 


2001 hit French movie that starred WITH AGE? 


Audrey Tautou as a quirky waitress 

did Kassovitz play the male lead? 
 RumerWillis plays a sorority 
sisterin The House Bunny. 
Who's her real-life mom? 


Mario Bello joins The Mummy 
franchise for Jomb of the Dragon 
Emperor. She plays Evelyn, the wife 
of archaeologist Rick 0’Connell 
(Brendan Fraser]. Who played 
Evelyn in the first two movies ? 


DON’T 


SNAPS: ORLANDO BLOOM, JIM CARREY, UMA THURMAN, EVAN RACHEL WOOD 


OUR MOVIE GU 


AN emarte 


movie news L Xb WIN 
and the 


amazing 


rise of Ἵ 
Seth Rogen TE PELL EACE i 


MISS AN 


expiry date - 


Get your movie info, celebrity scoops, in-depth interviews, 
fashion spreads and columns every month! 


YOUR MOVIEIGUIDE — 


AMANDA 
SEYFRIED 
AN SING 
LOCKING 
HORNS wr 
ELLBOY II's 


7 RON PERLMAN 


ΒΕ ᾿ ἢ 


ὌΝΡΙ. AYING HANCOCKsSi5' FRIIS SUF: 


» SNAPS: RYAN GOSLING, JULIA ROBERTS, ANNE HATHAWAY, CAMERON DIAZ, GISELE BUNDCHEN 


ISSUE 


_ City | 


Writer Alan Ball makes his big-screen Canada............... $31.50 (s30+6st) CCHEQUE (VISA 
directing debut with next month's 
Nothing is Private. Name the HBO U.S... eee $45.00 Other Countries............... $55.00 
TV series that gave Ball his first card# 
opportunity to step behind the 
camera (he also created the show). ΠΑ 
province postal code . 


ς = Ἔ phone number 
2 T Maria Bello joins the cast of The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 
Please send subscription orders to 
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HOR@SCOPE FOR AUGUS? 2008 BY DAN LIEBMAN 


Virgo 
August 30, 1972 
San Diego 


July 23 Ἃ August 22 

You get together with an old friend 
who has important information 
about past events. There's less 
competition at work orina 
relationship, but you can't afford 
to lose your edge. Your standard 
of living begins to improve as 
August draws to a close. 


August 23 %& September 22 
Your active imagination is a 
double-edged sword. Either you 
fret about events over which you 
have no control, or you motivate 
yourself to start the creative 
project of your dreams. Avoid 
impulsive financial moves. Follow 
up on health-related instincts. 


September 23 Ἃ October 22 
August finds you sticking up for 
some people and clashing with 
others. It’s a surprise to see who 
fits into each group. Control 
expenses, or you may be doing 
some Serious belt-tightening in 
the fall. You can be fashionable — 
and hip — even ona shoestring. 


October 23 %& November 21 
After a series of changes, life 
becomes predictable. You’re 
relieved. Upgrade job skills, even 
if there’s no obvious reason to do 
So. You express yourself through 
writing. Keep a journal, update 
résumés, and send a special 
note to someone you care about. 


November 22 %& December 22 
You take on a role not generally 
associated with your sign. 
Business and finance now suit 
you well. You also know how to 
make people feel appreciated. 

A rarely seen rebellious streak 
surfaces around the 20th. 


December 23 Ἃ January 20 
An obstacle is cleared and you're 
able to make a commitment. 
Changes at work increase your 
responsibilities while lowering 
your stress level. 


January 21 Ἃ February 19 
Self-improvement is a current 
theme. You're developing 
leadership skills and, especially 
if travelling, taking on new 
interests. Avoid shared financial 
arrangements. You won't come 
out ahead. 


February 20 Ἃ March 20 

Much of the month is spent 
making order out of disarray. You 
find yourself more comfortable 
in your work environment thanks 
to the unconventional approach 
you've adopted. Behind the 
scenes, people are planning 

a late-month surprise for you. 


March 21 Ἃ April 20 

You find yourself in a position 
where you have to support one 
friend, or relative, over another. 
And yes, it’s possible to combine 
fairness with diplomacy. It’s a 
good time to make a Serious 
health-related commitment. 


April 21 Ἃ May 22 

You realize that you need more 
freedom, anda short solo trip 
could satisfy that desire. But 
your friends need you, too. 
Check your address book and 
see who you've been neglecting. 


Inn mn 


May 23 Ἃ June 21 

The month begins ona 
sentimental note. You run into 
an old friend or return toa 
happy place from childhood. 
Intuition is strong — you read 
someone like a book and size 
up their motives. You catch up 
to someone missing in action 


and finally make a key decision. 


June 22 Ἃ July 22 

You continue to discover 
Similarities with someone 
new in your life — but now see 
some fascinating differences 
as well. Enjoy a new friend’s 
flirtations — just don't read 
too much into them. 


SINK I MUA 
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wa = LIVE. ON THE BIG SCREEN 


SUNDAY. AUGUST 17. 


= 8PM ET | 5PM PT 
—_ 539 5" 


Get your tickets now at participating theatre 
box offices or online at cineplex 


Mondays 9pm ET 
FRIDAYS AT MIDNIGHT ON Global 


WWE programming, talent names, images, likenesses, slogans, wrestling moves, trademarks, logos and copyrights are the exclusive property of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. and its subsidiaries. 
All other trademarks, logos and copyrights are the property of their respective owners. © 2008 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved 


LE 


We asked you... 


Olympic athletes are ina 
league of their own, but if 
there was one actor buff 
enough to compete in the 
Summer games who 
would it be and in which 
event would you like 

to see them 

compete? 


OUR READERS HAVE THEIR SAY 


ural 

ees 

EVEN. TECStYIE 

5 WITTY. ΓΙῸ Νουϊα 
ΚΠ tne COMpPeuuon 
NE BUY ISIN DEEL 
Ila Vo IAM TTOUSt 
Falnead atnetes 


» You told us... 


—Alexis Green, Havelock, ON —Josh Noble, Toronto, ON 
—Ray Provencher, Sudbury, ON 


—RHaryley Gibson, Taber, AB 


NEXT QUESTION: What is the all-time scariest movie moment? 


2Y ANSWER ONLINE at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 


All responses must be entered by August 31st. Look for the answers to this question in the October issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. 
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DODGE Δ JOURNEY 


COMPARE|aNo 


crRosso 


STARTING AT 


519,995 


INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2009 DODGE JOURNEY. Class-leading® fuel economy at 36 MPG” (7.9L/100 km) Highway. 
Greater horsepower and torque than Mazda5. More seating room than Ford Edge. More air bags than Chevy Equinox. 
Higher entertainment technology than Hyundai Sante Fe. We could go on, but we think you get the point. When it 
comes to crossovers, there’s just no comparison... the all-new Dodge Journey kicks some serious liftgate. But don’t 
just take our word for it. Compare and Crossover for yourself and see how Dodge Journey gives you more for less. 


GOTO 


START YOURJOURNEY CA 


KKKKK 
FIVE STAR 


NHTSA FIVE STAR FRONTAL AND 
SIDE IMPACT CRASH TEST RATINGS.” 


*Journey SE MSRP. Journey R/T shown starting at $27,995 MSRP. Taxes, freight ($1300), insurance, registration, licence, retailer administration fees and new tire duties (in Quebec) not included. Retailers may 


sell for less. Pricing and/or freight may have changed since publication deadlines, please see your local Chrysler, Jeepe, Dodge retailer for current pricing. Features described and/or shown may be optional 
and available on certain models only or at extra cost. “Based on Ward’s 2008 Large Cross/Utility Vehicle Classification. "Energuide fuel consumption ratings with 2.4L engine. City: 11.0L/100 km (26 mpg). 
Transport Canada test methods used. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. “Based on U.S. Government’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2009 Dodge Journey. 


\THE GADGET. 


THE SECRET AGENT Δ 


Holo-Monocle 
Look at your enemy and 
become him. Then mess 
with his mind. 


Chrome Dome 

A rust-resistant melon protects 
fragile wiring and those secret 
agent-type secrets. 


ee | 
Cuff Link Bombs 
Every secret agent needs 
bombs. And linked cuffs. 
Done and done. 


Tie-A-Rang 

Danger lurks at every formal 
shindig. For that, a razor-equipped 
boomerang bowtie, naturally. 


Solid Steel Tux 
Look sharp. Be sharp. 


Jet Boots 
The only thing sneakier 
than sneakers. 


When the most difficult, secret and dangerous missions 
in the galaxy need to be solved, there’s only one robot to 
Animated Blood Sil (Si turn to: Secret Agent Clank. Ratchet has been wrongfully 
θεν ΝΒ —_ fj — a jailed and it’s up to you to free him and clear his name. 
Mild Suggestive Themes i Embark on a top-secret intergalactic rescue mission, 
using state-of-the-art gadgets to overcome challenges 
in stealth, puzzle-solving and hand-to-hand combat. You'll 
need to use everything you’ve got. Literally. 


PlayStation Portable Θ 


CONTENT RATED BY 
SEAS Tobacco Reference 


Secret Agent Clank is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. Developed by High Impact Games. ©2008 Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. 
“PlayStation,” “PS” Family logo and “PSP” are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 


